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Large Nat ionwide Jesus '79 Turnout 
Called 'Remarkable' by Organizers 
An es t ima ted 250,000 peop le , repre-
s e n t i n g v i r tua l ly every C h r i s t i a n d e n o m -
i n a t i o n , ga the red in 27 cit ies o n the eve of 
Pen tecos t to celebrate " t h e b i r t hday of the 
C h u r c h " a n d to p ray t ha t C h r i s t i a n di-
v is ions be hea led . 
Billed as J e s u s '79, the J u n e 2 ral l ies 
were c h a r i s m a t i c , w i t h heavy e m p h a s i s 
o n e m o t i o n a l exp res s ion of fa i th a n d 
p r a i s e of the L o r d in word a n d song , but 
the p a r t i c i p a t i o n ex t ended beyond the 
cha r i sma t i c m o v e m e n t and was suppor t ed 
by R o m a n C a t h o l i c b i s h o p s as well as 
m a i n l i n e a n d e v a n g e l i c a l P r o t e s t a n t 
C h u r c h au thor i t i e s . 
I n a n u n p r e c e d e n t e d a c t i o n fo r a 
Cathol ic pont i f f , P o p e J o h n Pau l II cabled 
a b l e s s i n g to the i n t e r f a i t h ral l ies before 
he depar ted for his h is tor ic visit to P o l a n d . 
C r o w d s at the spor t s s t a d i u m s a n d are-
n a s across the c o u n t r y were s o m e w h a t 
below expecta t ions , bu t the na t iona l tu rn-
ou t was cons ide red " r e m a r k a b l e " by D a n 
M a l a c h u k , p res iden t of L o g o s Fel low-
s h i p I n t e r n a t i o n a l , c o n s i d e r i n g tha t l i t t le 
m o n e y was spen t o n adver t i s ing a n d the 
speakers , t h o u g h genera l ly w e l l - k n o w n , 
were no t the h i g h - p o w e r e d evangel is ts of 
te levision fame. 
" N o s ing le i n d i v i d u a l gets credit for 
w h a t h a p p e n e d , " said Mr. M a l a c h u k , 
w h o he lped organize the rally wh ich 
drew 35,000 to New York ' s Shea S t a d i u m . 
" W e ' r e m o v i n g away f rom the o n e - m a n 
show, the b ig star min i s t ry , to the differ-
ent pa r t s of the body of Chr i s t c o m i n g 
toge ther . W h e n we e x a m i n e o u r roots , we 
f i n d tha t we have m o r e in c o m m o n t h a n 
w h a t divides us . " 
'Obsession' with Arms, says Coff in, 
Turns Poor Into 'Modern-Day Lepers' 
T h e Rev. Wi l l i am S loane Cof f in , a 
twice- ja i led activist aga ins t U n i t e d States 
i nvo lvemen t in V ie tnam, urged a c h u r c h 
congrega t ion that inc iuded Pres ident Car-
ter to end the Amer i can "obsess ion wi th 
mi l i t a ry p o w e r " w h i c h , he said, is t u rn -
ing the poo r in to " m o d e r n - d a y lepers ." 
T h e fo rmer Yale Univers i ty c h a p l a i n , 
n o w pas to r of Rivers ide C h u r c h in New 
York, p reached the s e rmon d u r i n g the 
r egu l a r S u n d a y m o r n i n g service at the 
First Bapt is t C h u r c h , W a s h i n g t o n , D.C., 
w h i c h o p e n e d a two-day Peace Convoca -
t ion there o n J u n e 3. 
P res iden t Car te r , a m e m b e r of the Bap-
tist c h u r c h , was present for the service, 
a n d hea rd Mr. C o f f i n say the n a t i o n ' s 
" o b s e s s i o n w i t h m i l i t a r y p o w e r " is 
" r a p i d l y m a k i n g the poo r in every city of 
o u r n a t i o n in to m o d e r n - d a y ' lepers , ' w h o 
are the v ic t ims of u n e m p l o y m e n t . . . 
as p rof i t s rise for some a n d jobs fa l l . " 
Mr. Car ter heard an impass ioned , force-
fu l p lea by Mr. C o f f i n for an end to the 
"ever -esca la t ing a r m s race" between this 
c o u n t r y a n d the Soviet U n i o n . O b s e r v i n g 
that the day was Pentecos t Sunday , he 
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Ours is a Corinthian Age. God's word through the 
Apostle Paul to the church at Corinth is of special 
relevance today. 
The Corinthian Syndrome 
I n t r o d u c t i o n 
His to r i ans wil l certainly mark our 
genera t ion as " T h e Sex Age." T h e r e 
was a t ime w h e n we could exclusively 
p o i n t to the wor ld outs ide the church 
a n d make that accusat ion . It is n o 
longer possible to m a k e that dist inc-
t ion. T h e w h o l e emphas i s on the 
body a n d its sexual po ten t i a l is very 
m u c h a pa r t of the focus of m a n y of 
o u r Chr i s t i an y o u n g people . Some-
h o w the who le idea of chasti ty and 
vi rg in i ty is fore ign to our genera t ion . 
If it is p r o p o u n d e d there is a noticea-
ble sense of shock a n d disbelief that 
a n y o n e w o u l d suggest such a th ing . 
O n e c a n n o t as m u c h as sit d o w n to 
wa tch a p ro - foo tba l l g a m e on the tel-
evision w i t h o u t be ing enter ta ined by 
careful ly chosen so-called cheer lead-
ers expos ing their bodies a l o n g wi th 
suggestive movements . 
Chr i s t i ans m u s t be awakened to 
their respons ib i l i ty to glor i fy G o d in 
their bodies. P a u l h a d to speak to this 
issue to the C o r i n t h i a n church a n d in 
d o i n g so he has left us wi th p r o f o u n d 
t r u t h that s h o u l d shape o u r t h i n k i n g 
conce rn ing our involvement wi th our 
sex-ridden age. 
T h e P r o b l e m 
Since the city of C o r i n t h was pro-
verbial for its dissolute sexual practi-
ces, the p rob l em of fo rn ica t ion was 
b o u n d to arise. T h e ent i re city was 
pract ical ly dedicated to Aphrodi te , 
the goddess of l icent ious love. Sexual 
l iberties were widely pract iced a n d 
open ly condoned . For the Greeks, the 
body basically was not of p r imary 
impor tance ; it was the soul that really 
mat tered. There fore , one m i g h t neg-
lect or i n d u l g e the body o n a w h i m . 
The writer is asssistant Professor in Bibilical 
Literature at Messiah College and widely used 
Bible teacher in congregational and confer-
ence ministries. 
By George Kimber 
N o doub t the Dialogues of Plato 
helped p repare the Greeks for this 
mis-concept ion of the h u m a n body. 
In Phaedo, Socrates talks of the body 
in v iew of h i s i m m i n e n t d e a t h , 
" . . . so l o n g as we have the body 
wi th us in o u r inqu i ry , a n d our soul 
is mixed u p wi th so great an evil, we 
shall never a t ta in sufficiently wha t 
we desire, and that , we say is the t ru th 
. . . we see that if we are ever to 
know a n y t h i n g purely we must get 
rid of it, and examine the real th ings 
by the soul a lone . . . For it is im-
possible in c o m p a n y with the body to 
know a n y t h i n g pure ly . " In the Re-
public, where P la to sketches the ideal 
society and government , it was taught 
that men w o u l d have all w o m e n in 
c o m m o n . T h u s , wi th this casual view 
of the h u m a n body itself p lus a liber-
t ine ph i lo sophy of sex, the subject of 
fo rn ica t ion needed considerable clar-
i f icat ion. 
P a u l ' s E t h i c a l T e a c h i n g 
Evidently Pau l had discussed many 
th ings wi th the C o r i n t h i a n s d u r i n g 
his minis t ry in their city, i nc lud ing 
the subject of ethics. N u m e r o u s ques-
t ions mus t have arisen as to wha t was 
r ight a n d wrong . An especially sticky 
p rob l em was the ea t ing of food. T h e 
Jews had their dietary laws s t e m m i n g 
f rom the Old Tes tament , and the 
Gent i l es faced the issue of ea t ing 
meat offered to idols. In these matters 
P a u l had no doub t used these very 
words, "a l l th ings are lawful for me ." 
H e knew that Go d had given us 
"richly all things to enjoy" (I T i m o t h y 
6:17). And he realized that in creation 
G o d saw the wor ld as " g o o d . " There-
fore, there could be no f u n d a m e n t a l 
evil inheren t in such th ings as food 
and the biological needs. 
Pau l saw a divine design between 
food a n d the s tomach. For example , 
the digestive par t of the h u m a n body 
was created solely for the pu rpose of 
food; food was designed exclusively 
for the sustenance of the body. There-
fore, n o t h i n g in this realm could be 
essentially evil. T h e rule was "al l 
th ings are l awfu l . " But the Cor in th i -
ans misunders tood this basic ethical 
p r inc ip le . T h e y appl ied it to sex. 
T h e y likely a rgued f rom analogy: 
since the s tomach was designed by 
Go d for ea t ing food, then the genitals 
were created for fornica t ion . It fol-
lows that if one has a hunge r desire 
he satisfies it, so if one has a sexual 
urge he should grat ify that too. 
Pau l seeks to correct this miscon-
cept ion by s h o w i n g that food and sex 
are not in the same category. Al though 
the body can indeed engage in forni-
cat ion, it does not fol low that the 
body was created for this reason. T h e 
body may be used for sexual activity, 
but it was not created p r imar i ly for 
this purpose , as the s tomach was for 
food. So the ques t ion of the divine 
p u r p o s e for a t h i n g is i m p o r t a n t in 
Pau l ' s ethics. Fur the rmore , he will 
show that sex is no t a mere biological 
act as the ea t ing of food. It involves 
m a n at a very deep level of his being 
a n d sets u p a u n i o n beyond the jo in-
ing of two physical bodies. Pau l ' s 
discussion turns out , in effect, to be a 
magn i f i cen t s ta tement of the Chris-
tian ph i losophy of the body. 
Struc ture 
If the above a s s u m p t i o n is correct, 
then verse 12 of chap te r 6 would be 
the key verse wi th the expanded edi-
t ion of Pau l ' s basic ethical pr inc ip le . 
T h e rest of the chapter , verses 13-20, 
w o u l d be the app l i c a t i on of this 
p r inc ip le to the subject of forn ica t ion 
and Paul proceeds to give six reasons 
why it is i m p r o p e r to use the body for 
illicit sex. 
to page four 
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Paul's Basic Ethical Principle 
T h e basic ethical pr inc ip le "all 
th ings are l a w f u l " is qual i f ied two 
ways. 
First, by the principle of the expe-
dient, " bu t all th ings are not expe-
d ient . " T h e word expedient , sum-
phero, appears abou t seventeen times 
in the New Tes t amen t . T h e word 
literally means " b r i n g together ." If 
ethics be considered as a set of ascend-
ing and descending values r ang ing 
f rom the highest good to the very 
worst, then one can th ink in terms of 
a scale such as good, better, and best. 
T h e best of the highest good in phi-
losophical te rminology would be the 
s u m m u m b o n u m . It is as though 
Pa id is saying all th ings may be law-
ful , but not all th ings " b r i n g " us to 
the highest good. Chr is t ian ethics is 
more than the lawful , just enough 
good to get by—it is concerned with 
the very best. 
Second, is the principle of free-
dom, " I will not be brought under 
the power of any . " N o t h i n g is lawful 
if it tends to br ing one in to bondage 
rather than p romote personal free-
dom. Pau l is saying that he will per-
mit n o t h i n g to master h im. Chris-
t iani ty is not a scheme to set men free 
in order to sin, but to set men free in 
order not to sin. H o w easily one 's 
passions and impulses can become 
the domina te forces which control 
the personali ty. Sex especially can 
become a t remendous power causing 
people to be caught in passions almost 
beyond control . So the man who 
f laun ts the moral world by saying "I 
do what I w a n t , " may more properly 
be admi t t ing , "I do what I mus t . " 
Barclay po in t s out , " i t is only when a 
m a n has the s trength of Christ in him 
that he can really and truly say, "I 
will do what I like, and not, I will 
satisfy the th ings that have me in 
their power . " (Letters to the Corin-
thians. 63-64). 
Paul's Philosophy 
of the Human Body 
The God-ordained end of the body, 
verse 13. Pau l shows there is no com-
par ison between the digestive and the 
sexual func t ions of the body. Ea t ing 
is only a temporal arrangement which 
a long with food will be "destroyed." 
Unl ike sex, which reaches the meta-
physical roots of man 's being, " the 
belly and meats" have no eternal 
designs. Al though the body can be 
misused in fornicat ion, God created 
it for His own end and eternal glory. 
The resurrection designs on the 
body, verse 14. An essential identity 
will exist between the present physi-
cal body and the resurrection. One 
must , so to speak take this body with 
all its deeds into eternity. Al though 
the body will be changed, it will still 
be this body. 
The intimate relation between the 
body and Christ, verses 15-17. Sexual 
intercourse is more than a biological 
experience; it involves one in a com-
muni ty of life, as Paul says "one 
f lesh." Yet, the believer's relat ion to 
Christ is more in t imate and dear in 
that it is a very real spir i tual un ion . 
Jesus becomes one with the Chris-
t ian 's spirit. Therefore, to br ing one's 
body to a sexual act necessarily in-
volves the spirit and, so to speak, 
Christ himself. 
The unique effects of sexuality 
with reference to the body, verse 18. It 
is diff icult to know precisely what 
Paul means when he says "every sin 
that a man doeth is wi thout , ektos, 
the body; but he that commit te th for-
nicat ion sinneth against , eis, his own 
body." Obviously, it is a comparison 
between fornicat ion and other sins, 
wi th the inference that in some way 
sex has significance other sins do not. 
T h e compar i son , of course, must be 
taken in a relative sense only and not 
absolutely. Paul has just grouped all 
types of sins, inc lud ing sexual, in the 
same class as excluding from the 
k ingdom of God and from which the 
Cor in th ians are cleansed and justi-
fied (6:9-11). 
In l ight of the immediate context, 
it may mean that fornicat ion more 
directly and immediately alienates 
one f rom Christ than say drunken-
ness. Yet, if that be true the quest ion 
still remains, why? O n e of the clues is 
the clear differentiation Paul has been 
m a k i n g between the digestive and the 
procreative processes. He has said 
that food and sex are not in the same 
category, verse 13. Paul was probably 
th ink ing of what Jesus had taught 
the Pharisees du r ing the defil ing-
controversy when the disciples ate 
wi th hands ceremonially unclean. 
" T h e r e is n o t h i n g f rom wi thout a 
man , that enter ing in to h im can 
defile him: but the things which 
come out of h im, those are they that 
defile the m a n " (Mark 7:15). Head ing 
the list of those things wi thin the 
heart of man is "adul tery and forni-
cat ion," (Mark 7:22). So, fornicat ion 
is " w i t h i n " the body in a way other 
sins are not. Actually, the preposi-
tion eis, translated "aga ins t , " has the 
root idea of " w i t h i n . " And since it 
stands opposi te the improper prep-
osition ektos, wi thout , it could well 
be rendered "he that commit te th for-
n i ca t i on s i n n e t h w i t h i n his own 
body." Unl ike digestive appetite, sex-
uality arises more solely f rom wi th in 
and operates at a deeper level of per-
sonality while food comes f rom with-
out the body. 
One is reluctant to make a subjec-
tive j udgmen t . But in my own coun-
seling experience it seems that sex 
does have a u n i q u e s ign i f icance . 
People feel more deeply and react 
more strongly to this subject than 
practically any other. 
The body as a temple of the Holy 
Spirit—verse 19. In the ancient world 
it was a grave offense to desecrate or 
defile a temple. When Paul speaks of 
the believer as a sanctuary of the Holy 
Spiri t , he means that the body is a 
sacred th ing to be treated with the 
highest digni ty and honor , and in no 
wise to be defiled. 
The body as a divine possession, 
verse 20. T h i s sixth and f inal argu-
ment is one of the ma jo r reasons why 
fornicat ion is not expedient. T h e 
h u m a n body was not only created by 
God for his own glory, but it was also 
"pu rchased" by Jesus Christ wi th his 
own life. N o m a n has the r ight to do 
as he pleases with his body, for no 
one qu i te belongs to himself. T h i s is 
certainly true even socially, especially 
in sex, for others are always involved. 
In the last analysis, the divine pur-
pose for the body, as revealed in the 
Bible, decides its disposal. God ' s will 
for sexuality includes only the socially 
approved sanctity of marriage and 
precludes fornicat ion. 
Conclusion 
We need a more wholis t ic under-
s tanding of our being. The re should 
be a concentrated effort in our homes 
and churches to br ing man , his body, 
soul and spirit, back into its sacred 
context, the word of God. 
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Readers Write 
Jesus and Capital Punishment 
H a v i n g jus t read the n e w s p a p e r 
a c c o u n t of J o h n S p e n k e l i n k ' s execu-
t ion in F lor ida , I mus t r e spond in 
some way. T h i s is par t ly because of 
h e a r i n g Bre th ren in Chr i s t min is te rs 
a n d member s a p p r o v i n g a n d advo-
ca t ing capi ta l p u n i s h m e n t . T h i s let-
ter wi l l no t be w o r l d c h a n g i n g . It 
may n o t even be luc id because of my 
s t r o n g f e e l i n g s , b u t it . w i l l h a v e 
r emoved m e f r o m the r anks of the 
by-standers. 
I c a n n o t i m a g i n e my Master pu l -
l i n g an execu t ion swi tch , nor can I 
i m a g i n e H i m p r e a c h i n g that capi ta l 
p u n i s h m e n t is pa r t of the answer to 
o u r society's d i l ema. I a m d is turbed 
w h e n Chr i s t i ans become m o r e con-
cerned wi th preserv ing a safe, com-
f o r t a b l e society t h r o u g h t ak ing the 
l ife of an o f fender t h a n w i th sav ing 
a n d r e d e e m i n g ind iv idua l H u m a n 
Beings. (From the Newspaper , I under-
s tand tha t J o h n S p e n k e l i n k had been 
born a g a i n whi l e in pr ison. ) 
J e sus re fused to fo l low the way of 
c o m f o r t a n d safety. In the end H e 
died at the h a n d s of others . T h e r e -
fore, as I face H i m gaz ing at me f r o m 
a R o m a n Cross, I c a n n o t a p p r o v e of a 
hooded m a n in an electric cha i r wi th 
a h o o d e d execu t ioner b e h i n d a Vene-
t ian b l ind . 
It seems to me we s h o u l d be pro-
m o t i n g the d i f f i cu l t , unsa fe Way of 
the d i s t u r b i n g Jesus ins tead of the 
L a w and Order m e t h o d of the R o m a n 
system. Jesus c a m e to redeem people! 
H e d id n o t c o m e to m a k e society on 
ear th safe! 
Mary Beth Stoner 
Mifflintown, PA 
A Quest ion of Hol iness 
W h e r e has o u r ho l iness gone? Are 
we los ing tha t w h i c h o u r fa thers held 
as a way of life? Do we solve ou r 
b r o t h e r h o o d p r o b l e m s in a sense of 
love for o n e another? O r do we back-
bite, lobby for inf luence , p l o t t i n g 
a n d s c h e m i n g like a Shakesper i an 
plot? P e r h a p s if we all held hol iness 
dear to ou r hearts, chu rch life w o u l d 
be more fu l f i l l i ng to us all . 
We s h o u l d all be like t h e S h u l m a n -
ite ma iden of the S o n g of So lomon , 
forever reaching for the inner chamber 
exper ience wi th her master . If you 
will recall, she ran t h r o u g h the streets 
search ing for her master w h o seemed 
to have deserted her. In t ru th , she had 
neglected h i m and he left. Is ou r 
experience like that? H o w many Chris-
t ians have started out on a good 
Chr i s t i an experience only to drif t 
away af ter a short t ime of f lounder -
ing? It makes me th ink of s o m e t h i n g 
I observed whi le a chi ld. 
My m o t h e r is f ond of p u t t i n g puz-
zles together. In p u t t i n g a puzzle 
together , she started wi th the border. 
W h e n she had comple ted the border 
she would work on the inside. We can 
compare this to the Chr i s t i an life. 
F r o m the j u m b l e d u p pieces that 
make u p a non -Chr i s t i an ' s life, a bor-
der is forged. T h i s h a p p e n s w h e n the 
soul comes in to u n i o n wi th Chris t . 
T h e r e are still pieces ou ts ide the 
b o r d e r — s i n f u l prac t ices tha t have 
marked the life. T h e ind iv idua l , wi th 
the h e l p of God , begins to order these 
pieces. T h e good pieces inside the 
border are ordered in to a pa t te rn of 
life. T h e pieces ou ts ide are b r o u g h t 
o n e by one or in mul t ip le s to the 
inside of the border. T h e shame is 
that many Chr i s t i ans d o n ' t strive to 
get all the pieces in and ordered. 
T h e y become satisfied wi th a half-
f in i shed produc t . L i fe is more com-
for tab le if we still have a foot in the 
wor ld . We can have the best of bo th 
wor lds wi th only a li t t le sacrifice 
f rom both . 
I r e tu rn to the puzzle. It was a lmost 
f in ished. It had taken a great deal of 
t ime. T h e r e were many shades of grey 
that had to be sorted and placed. 
Almost comple te! T h e cat j u m p e d on 
it and scattered some of the inside 
pieces out beyond the border. Mother 
wen t back at it and repai red the dam-
age. Will a Chr i s t i an w h o has one 
foot in and o n e foot out , and is satis-
fied w i th his life, endeavour to repai r 
the d a m a g e , especially if it is a few 
pieces t h r o w n ou t at a time? 
W h a t about the hal f -hear ted Chris-
tians? T h e y feel gu i l t but it passes. 
T h e y feel remorse but t ime deadens 
it. T h e y want to correct it, but a poor 
memory causes one to forget. 
Wha t k ind of Chr i s t i ans are we? 
Whole-hearted? Half -hear ted? Do we 
make our decisions as a whole-hear ted 
holiness-loving Chr is t ian or as a half-
hearted hol iness- fear ing Chr is t ian? 
David Danton 
Fisherville, Ontario 
Consuming More and More 
W h a t shou ld be ou r response to the 
near disaster at the T h r e e Mile Is land 
nuc lear plant? Shou ld we Brethren in 
Chr is t have a response apar t f rom the 
general secular out cry? I th ink we 
should. It seems to me that the nuclear 
p l an t s in America are just o n e more 
e x a m p l e of a consumer -o r i en ted and 
a f f luen t society. O u r appe t i te is ever-
g r o w i n g for electricity. We " n e e d " so 
m a n y more th ings wh ich r equ i r e 
electricity that our d e m a n d for energy 
is ever increas ing. I believe that the 
nuclear accident strikes at the heart of 
lifestyle. Do we as Chr i s t i ans reflect 
the society a r o u n d us wh ich is con-
s u m i n g more and more? Do we as 
C h r i s t i a n s w i tne s s to t h e socie ty 
a r o u n d us and say we will no t con-
sume more and more in this wor ld of 
need? 
I propose that all Brethren in Christ 
and Mennoni te people d ia logue about 
energy use. I w o u l d t h ink it w o u l d be 
a p p r o p r i a t e to pe t i t ion the govern-
men t in a very s t r ong and u n i t e d way 
to take away the nuc lear power p lan t 
on T h r e e Mile Is land and all others. 
After hav ing presented the case clearly 
to the p roper author i t ies , it w o u l d be 
f i t t ing to covenan t wi th each o ther 
and the au thor i t i e s to r e d u c e o u r con-
s u m p t i o n of electricity by 10% a year 
or more. We shou ld critically look at 
ou r life style and homes for waste, 
luxury and needless c o n s u m p t i o n . 
We can only do this by h e l p i n g each 
o t h e r a n d a f f i r m i n g each o t h e r ' s 
act ions. 
T h e C h u r c h of Jesus s h o u l d be 
heard on this i m p o r t a n t mat ter . Are 
we too c o n f o r m e d to the wor ld for 
this k ind of witness? 
Mark H. Keller 
Mbabane, Swaziland 
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Eleventh M W C to Meet in S t rasbourg 
S t r a sbourg , France , has been selected as the site for the 
Eleventh Assembly of the M e n n o n i t e Wor ld Conference 
to be held in 1984. 
T h i s decis ion was m a d e by the M e n n o n i t e Wor ld Con-
ference Execu t ive C o m m i t t e e on May 15 in a jo in t ses-
sion wi th M W C Genera l Counc i l members f r o m Europe , 
a n d representa t ives of the two French conferences. T h e 
mee t ing was held in S t r a sbou rg in the Foyer Michael 
Sattler. 
At the request of the M W C Genera l Counc i l members 
f r o m E u r o p e , the Execut ive C o m m i t t e e au thor ized the 
t ransfer of the M W C Execut ive Secretary's office to 
S t r a sbourg in 1981. 
N e g o t i a t i o n s are in process w i th the city of S t ra sbourg 
w i th regard to the date. J u l y 24-29, 1984 has been desig-
na ted by the Execut ive C o m m i t t e e p e n d i n g f ina l con-
f i r m a t i o n by the city. 
T h e M e n n o n i t e p o p u l a t i o n of France is listed at 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 2,550. T h e r e are 21 congrega t ions affil-
iated w i t h two conferences, the Alsa t ian Conference and 
the F r e n c h - s p e a k i n g Conference . T h e s e two conferences 
are in the process of merger . 
S t r a s b o u r g is a p r o m i n e n t place in M e n n o n i t e and 
A n a b a p t i s t history. S t r a sbourg is located in the Alsace 
area, a F rench p rov ince since 1697 wi th the except ion of 
the years 1871-1919 when it was jo ined to G e r m a n y . 
An interior view of the sanctuary of the new Manheim 
Brethren in Christ Church which was dedicated May 20, 1979. 
The sanctuary seats 325. In addition to a sanctuary the facilities 
provide for 12 classrooms, offices, library/conference room, 
kitchen, and fellowship hall which also serves as classrooms. 
CHURCH NEWS 
Messiah College 
Twenty Brethren in Christ in Class '79 
The following Brethren in Christ seniors 
graduated from Messiah College in May: 
Lois Bert. Orrstown, Pa.; Kaye Byer, Upland. 
Cal.; Alice Dourte, Manheim, Pa.; Faithe 
Dourte, Lancaster, Pa.; G. Yvonne Forrey. 
Manheim, Pa.; Glenace Frey, Abilene, Kans.; 
Sabina Frey, Maytown, Pa.; Gilberto Gomez, 
New Braunfels, Tex.; Adin Herndon, Gran-
tham, Pa.; Virginia Lawyer, Chambersburg, 
Pa.; Dennis Lehman, Carlisle, Pa.; Elias 
Ncube, Bulawayo, Rhodesia; 
Also. Ralph Palmer, Mechanicsburg, Pa.; 
Ruth Showalter Robinson, New Cumber-
land. Pa.; David Rosentrater. Nappanee, Ind.; 
Kevin Ryan. Grantham. Pa.; Sally Shearer. 
Freidens, Pa.; Donna Sider. Grantham, Pa.; 
Lynn Sollenberger, Chambersburg, Pa.; 
Joanne Zercher. Grantham. Pa. 
Conference News 
Allegheny Conference 
Marshall and Eleanor Poe, recently re-
turned from missionary assignment in Zam-
bia, were guest speakers on June 24 at the 
Air Hill Church. Eight children were dedi-
cated by their parents at a service of dedica-
tion provided by the Chambersburg Church 
on Sunday. May 13. John and Esther Spur-
rier recently returned from missionary 
assignment in Zambia, were with the con-
gregation in the evening. 
Lome Lichty, pastor of the Green Springs 
congregation, was the guest minister at the 
Fairview Avenue Church. Waynesboro, Pa.. 
on Sunday, May 20. The Fairview Avenue 
congregation's pastor, Lynn Thrush, was 
ministering that Sunday at the Mt. Tabor 
congregation. "The children of Lewis and 
Gladys Sider hosted a 40th wedding anni-
versary Open House for their parents at the 
Grantham Church on Friday. May 25. Kevin 
and Gail Ryan will be leaving the Grantham 
congregation for Kansas where they will 
become the pastoral family of the Zion 
Brethren in Christ Church. "Nearly 100 
ladies were present at the annual Mother-
Daughter Banquet held on May 11 by the 
Jemison Valley congregation. Mrs. Richard 
Long, wife of the pastor of the Clarence 
Center congregation, was the guest speaker. 
Men from the Jemison Valley and the 
Clarence Center congregations rafted down 
the Pine Creek through Pennsylvania's 
Grand Canyon on May 12.38 men joined in 
this experience. »Ross Morningstar served 
as evangelist for a series of meetings spon-
sored by the Marsh Creek congregation 
April 16-29. Mrs. William Berry was the 
speaker of the Mother-Daughter Banquet 
sponsored by the Marsh Creek Church May 
18. 82 were in attendance at this evening. 
Kenneth B. Hoover was the speaker at 
the Missions Prayer Fellowship on Wed-
nesday, June 6. at the Messiah Village con-
gregation. The following Sunday, June 10. 
Earl Herr was the guest speaker. «On Wed-
nesday evening, June 13, the Jack Yost 
CPS Reunion 
T h e 34th A n n u a l C P S R e u n i o n 
wil l be held at Cove Valley C a m p , 
Mercersburg , Pa. , on Aug . 5 ,1979, 
at 10 o 'clock A.M. L u n c h will be 
served at a reasonable fee. Reserva-
t ions shou ld be sent to Cove Valley 
Camp Route #3, Mercersburg, Pa. 
17236, n o later t han Ju ly 30. 
Family provided a concert of sacred music 
at the New Guilford Church. "The South 
Mountain congregation recently welcomed 
home Nathan and Cathy Bert and son Mat-
thew who had returned from a term of ser-
vice in Zambia. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Regeneration, a widely used and 
known Christian music group, presented a 
sacred concert at the Cross Roads Church 
on Saturday evening, June 9. "George 
Kimber of the Messiah College faculty was 
guest speaker at the morning and evening 
services at the Elizabethtown Church on 
Sunday, June 3. "With the men of the con-
gregation serving. 200 mothers and daugh-
ters attended a banquet in their honor 
Tuesday evening. May 15, at the Free Grace 
Church. Doris Gates was the guest speaker. 
• David Miller, a Christian Jew, was guest 
speaker at the Hummelstown Church on 
Wednesday, June 6. 
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6 Evangelical Visitor 
Religious News 
from page (wo 
said: " O n this day of b u r n i n g honesty, 
let's admi t that ours is not a defense 
budget but an offense budget . It is no 
longer t rue that ou r weapons do what 
they were in tended to do: defend this 
na t i on . We can wage lethal war, but we 
cannot defend the na t i on , " he asserted. 
Soviets Imprison, Torture 
Ukrainian Baptists; Vins 
T h e Soviet U n i o n has impr i soned as 
m a n y as 1,000 U k r a i n i a n Baptists in the 
past 20 years, accord ing to Baptis t pastor 
Georg i Vins, w h o said he knew of 10 w h o 
were tor tured to death. 
H e stated that in the U k r a i n e a lone 
some 60,000 Baptists refuse to register 
their churches wi th the government . Vins 
was the secretary of " re fo rmed Bapt is ts" 
w h o broke away f rom the Al l -Union 
Counc i l of Evangel ical Chris t ians-Bap-
tists that cooperates wi th the govern-
ment . H e c la ims 49 percent of the mem-
bers of registered churches sympathize 
wi th the dissident Baptists. 
Regulation of Christian Day Schools 
Called Threat T o Religious Liberty 
Governmen t a t tempts to regulate week-
day p rog rams of Chr is t ian educat ion ser-
iously threaten r ights guaran teed by the 
First A m e n d m e n t , a past president of the 
Chr i s t i an Legal Society told an editors ' 
convent ion meet ing in Nashvil le . 
"Mos t people are u n a w a r e of the extent 
to which the government has been bla-
tant ly a t t e m p t i n g to violate the r ights 
guaranteed to these schools ," Los Angeles 
lawyer Rober t L. T o m s told the Evangel-
ical Press Assoc ia t ion . C h r i s t i a n day 
sc hools will survive the a t tempt at govern-
men t cont ro l "on ly if we take u p the 
burden to see that the erosion of our free-
d o m is reversed, "Mr . T o m s , a former 
C o m m i s s i o n e r of C o r p o r a t i o n s in Cali-
fornia , told the g roup . 
Mr. T o m s said gove rnmen t agencies 
try to cont ro l pr ivate schools t h r o u g h 
accredi ta t ion, labor laws, tax exempt ion , 
and the voucher system. Smal l , non-
prof i t schools face costly l i t igat ion when-
ever a g o v e r n m e n t agency comes in wi th 
a new d e m a n d , the speaker noted. Whi le 
on appea l the schools usual ly win their 
cases, they of ten submi t to governmenta l 
r egu la t ion instead of p u r s u i n g court bat-
tles, he said. 
Private School Tax Break 
Banned By Supreme Court 
T h e Un i t ed States Supreme Cour t has 
ru led tha t New Jersey may not give a 
$ 1,000 tax deduc t ion to parents w h o send 
their chi ldren to private schools. 
T h e Cour t ' s brief one-sentence affir-
mat ion of lower-court ru l ings represented 
a setback to advocates of pub l ic aid to 
pa roch ia l schools, since the reason ing 
used by the lower courts will in all likeli-
hood s tand as a precedent for resolving 
s imilar disputes in the fu ture . 
T h e h i g h Cour t ' s order was adopted 
over the objections of Chief Justice Warren 
E. Burger a n d associate justices Byron R. 
Whi te and Wil l iam H. Rehnqu i s t , w h o 
voted to schedule a ful l hear ing in the 
case. 
T h e o t h e r s ix j u s t i ce s s u m m a r i l y 
af f i rmed two lower federal courts which 
held earlier that New Jersey's p lan had 
the pr imary effect of advanc ing rel igion 
contrary to the establ ishment of religion 
clause of the First Amendment . 
First Family Underwrites 
Mission Corps Volunteer 
O n e Year's sponsorsh ip of a Mission 
Service Corps volunteer has been under-
wri t ten by President and Mrs. J i m m y 
Carter . Mission Service Corps is a p l an to 
place volunteers beside career missionar-
ies at h o m e and abroad for one or two 
years' service. Suppor t comes f rom volun-
teers. 
T h e first fami ly ' s $3,500 check to the 
Sou the rn Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
will go for the expenses of one of 25 
volunteers now in or ien ta t ion for a year 
in Brazil. T h e team, mostly young adults 
f rom Texas , will work in c a m p u s evange-
lism in the La t in American country. 
Usually Pleasant First Contact 
Called Key T o Cult Attraction 
A former member of the People ' s T e m -
ple said many people are " total ly sucked 
i n " by cults because the publ ic is so un in-
formed about how cult g roups recruit 
and hold members. 
"Your first encounter with a cult g r o u p 
is go ing to be a very pleasant experience," 
said J eann i e Mills, w h o with her hus-
band and five chi ldren were members of 
the cult headed by the Rev. J i m Jones 
f rom 1969 to 1975. 
She has since established the H u m a n 
Freedom Center in Berkeley, which assists 
former cult members to readjust to l iving 
in society. She was at S tanford University 
recently to lecture to a psychology class. 
Mrs. Mills said what she saw at first at 
the People ' s T e m p l e wa a loving, inte-
grated g r o u p of people. T h e y were saying 
th ings we wanted to hear. T h e y spoke out 
about the Vietnam War and pr ison con-
di t ions. They got involved with all the 
th ings that white, middle class Ameri-
cans d idn ' t want to get involved wi th . " 
New cult members feel that for the first 
t ime in their lives, they are totally secure, 
she said. They have no sexual problems, 
no problems m a k i n g friends, and no need 
to compete. 
Religious Donor Still Paces 
Voluntary Giving in the U.S. 
Char i tab le giving in the United States 
reached a record $39.56 bi l l ion in 1978, 
wi th rel igion c o n t i n u i n g to receive the 
largest single share—18.4 bil l ion or 46.5 
percent of the total. 
T h e other ma jo r d is t r ibut ions for the 
1978 cont r ibu t ions , according to the 1979 
a n n u a l report of G iv ing USA, publ ished 
by the American Association of Fund-
Rais ing Counsel (AAFRC) Inc., are: Edu-
cat ion, $5.52 bi l l ion, 14 percent of the 
total; Heal th 8c Hospi ta ls , $5.45 bil l ion, 
13.8 percen t; Social Wei fare $3.99 bi 11 ion, 
10 percent; Arts 8c Humani t i e s , $2.49 bil-
lion, 6.3 percent; Civic 8c Publ ic , $1.14 
bi l l ion, 2.9 percent; Other , $2.57 bi l l ion, 
6.5 percent. 
To ta l g iv ing in the U.S. increased by 
9.4 percent last year, slightly more than 
the rate of inf la t ion, according to Giv ing 
USA researchers. 
Pentagon is Called 'Creature' 
Of National Rifle Association 
Because surp lus government guns are 
sold only to members of the Nat ional 
Rifle Association, the U.S. Defense Depart-
ment is in reality a "c rea tu re" of the 
NRA. 
T h i s was the charge made by Sam 
Fields, a field director of the Nat iona l 
Coal i t ion to Ban H a n d g u n s . 
"We ' re a rgu ing that the tie-in between 
the Defense Depar tment and the NRA 
violates the First anil Fil th amendmen t s , " 
he said. "All you need is $15 for dues and 
you can get government weapons at cost." 
Mr. Fields stressed that the ma jo r goal 
of his coali t ion is to restrict h a n d g u n s " t o 
the police, the mili tary and properly 
secure gun c lubs ." He said statistics show 
that h a n d g u n s — w h i c h are only 20-25 per 
cent of guns in the U.S. — are used in 
about one-half of the na t ion ' s murders . 
And, he declared, the experience of South 
Caro l ina in h a n d g u n control proves it 
can reduce murders. 
Adolescent Suicide, Says Writer, 
Is Major Problem of Next Decade 
Lead ing menta l heal th experts con-
sider the increasing problem of adoles-
cent suicide one of the ma jo r chal lenges 
of the c o m i n g decade, says a new Public 
Affairs Pamph le t by Ar thur S. Freese. 
" T h e statistics are s tar t l ing," said Mr. 
Freese, a medical writer. He said one 
est imate shows that about 400,000 young 
people f rom age 15 to 24 a t tempt to com-
mit suicide each year and more than 4,000 
succeed. 
Suicidal teenagers in the Uni ted States 
come f rom all economic groups , f rom all 
levels of educat ion and every social class, 
f rom every e thn ic and racial background , 
Mr. Freese said. He said heal th experts 
agree that suicides and suicide a t tempts 
are cries for help , usually preceded by 
early w a r n i n g signals which people can 
learn to detect. Studies show at least 75 
per cent of suicide victims give warn ings . 
Ukrainian Church Leader Fearful 
Of "Underground" Exploiting Vins 
"S i t t ing here on this p la t form and 
looking in to your faces, and l is tening to 
your choir and orchestra, I had to p inch 
myself to realize I 'm not still in the cellar 
of some Soviet pr ison, "Georg i Vins told 
an overflow congregation of the R o u m a n -
ian Baptist Church in Chicago. 
Vins, 52, a Baptist dissident minis ter 
w h o came to the States in Apri l as the 
result of a pr isoner exchange, was in Chi-
lo page ten 
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Charles F. Pugh, Director of the Early Childhood Edu-
cation Laboratory School at Messiah College and consul-
tant to the Advisory Committee of the Center's tutoring 
program, writes about the 
Little Lighthouse 
In all parts of the world there are 
people t ak ing a good look at wha t is 
h a p p e n i n g to chi ldren. 1979 has been 
designated by the Uni ted Nat ions as 
the In terna t ional Year of the Child. 
T h e r e are numerous organizations, 
besides the U.N. , w h o are look ing 
in to the whole pic ture of chi ldren in 
our present day society. 
P e o p l e are t a l k i n g abou t chi ld 
abuse, nu t r i t ion for chi ldren, health 
guidel ines for chi ldren, and religious 
concerns. The re are many topics crop-
p i n g u p and meetings about I. Y.C. of 
which we could add to the ever grow-
ing concerns that many have these 
days. 
In the midst of all of this, I made a 
visit to T h e Lit t le L igh thouse Learn-
ing Center in the Bronx. I aga in was 
del ighted in wha t has been happen-
ing in this p rogram. J a n Hykes has 
laid a solid founda t ion for this pro-
gram. T h r o u g h the efforts of many 




of the Child 1979 
ful p rogram meet ing some of the 
educat ional needs of the children in 
the communi ty . 
T h e Center is a very beautiful and 
exciting place for learning to happen . 
T h e r e is that feeling that comes to 
you that the staff of the center is con-
cerned about children and moreover, 
the whole child. 
I came away f rom this program 
feeling that the whole th ing has been 
worth it. Many hours have been spent 
by J a n and her staff in the past two 
years. People f rom across the church 
have provided money and supplies 
for this center. So many people have 
contr ibuted in some way. 
T h e lives of some of the children in 
Learning Center 
the Bronx community will be enriched 
because of what has happened. I felt a 
s t rong suppor t c o m i n g f rom the Ad-
visory Commit tee , parents, tutors, 
church, and voluntary service staff. 
Wha t better could happen in the 
Internat ional Year of the Child? 
"This is about the typewriter in the Center. I 
like the typewriter because sometimes it helps you 
learn things and when you learr. things, it's fun 
and you wish school would be like this. I typed 
this myself. 
Michele Baldwin, 8 yrs. 
A significant boost to the Litt le 
L igh thouse Lea rn ing Center came 
with the C H I L D R E N ' S MISSION 
P R O J E C T 1977-78, as funds were 
raised for e q u i p m e n t and supplies. 
T h e current C H I L D R E N ' S MIS-
SIONS P R O J E C T is to help fur-
nish tables and chairs at the new 
C o m m u n i t y Center at the Nava jo 
Mission. 
T h i s year the Center has added a 
typewriter as an independent learn-
ing activity. Al lowing children to use 
a typewriter at an early age will reap 
benefits in the fo l lowing ways: 
1. Pr imary chi ldren quickly learn 
the uppercase and lowercase 
form of a lphabet letters. 
2. Punc tua t i on marks are easily 
mastered. 
3. T h e lef t - to-r ight and top-to-
bot tom movements of the type-
writer carriage he lp in reading 
readiness activities. 
4. Students have greater success 
wi th spell ing, perhaps because 
of the clear image presented by 
the typed word and the com-
bined use of sight, sound and 
touch. 
Self-confidence, concent ra t ion and 
their creative abilities also seem to 
improve. 
— Taken from the April issue 
of Sand Pebbles, the newsletter 
of the tutoring program. 
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OF SPIRITUAL WARFARE 
IN CONFLICT 
SITU A TIONS 
Praying for our kin 
IT MAKES A DIFFERENCE when the news datelines are the names of places where our loved 
ones are living. Any news item, no matter how brief, from that location has special interest. If the 
report is about conflict we have special concerns. Too often these days the following datelines 
appear on our screens and in our papers, and we know that our own brothers and sisters are 
inevitably involved: 
MANAGUA — New erupt ions of internal conflict in this troubled Central American nat ion 
make us painful ly aware that more suffering awaits our people there. We 
cannot count on the news to inform us reliably. T h e dangers faced daily 
by fathers and mothers, sons and daughters, grandfathers and 
grandmothers cannot be understood from the shelter of our homes many 
miles away. 
LUSAKA — Being a front line capital of an African nation where the issues of African 
destiny are being forged, Lusaka is a place that knows much of the effects of 
political and economic instability. Amid the tumult , Zambian Christians, as 
well as missionaries, need the poise and ability to cope daily. N o temporary 
position of privilege makes anyone immune from what may happen next. 
SALISBURY — While the birth of a nation takes place, the people of different 
tribal backgrounds go about their business in the nat ion 's 
largest city. Some of these are our own brothers and sisters in 
Christ. T o live by the unity there is in Christ is a challenge that 
has often eluded believers elsewhere. But it is the only hope for 
PEACE in the hearts and homes of Christians in Salisbury these 
days. 
BULAWAYO — T h e name for this beautiful city records a part of its violent history (place of 
killing). Suddenly it has become home for thousands of country dwellers 
who were forced to flee their country homes. A number of forces vying for 
the allegiance of the populace have brought untold suffering to the people 
many of whom are our own "loved ones." We can be praying daily for their 
PEACE at night, and for spr inging wells of JOY each morning. 
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MISSIONS—OVERSEAS 
Zimbabwe-Rhodesia 
Bishop's Office; P.O. Box 711, Bualwayo, 
Rhodesia, Africa 
P.M. Kumalo. Bishop 
Nancy Kreider, Dorchester House, 102 
Jameson St., Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Matopo Book Centre: P.O. Box 55-/. Bula-
wayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Elwyn and Meredyth Hock 
Stations with no currently assigned personnel: 
Matopo Mission 
Mtshabezi Mission 
P h u m u l a Mission 
Wanezi Mission 
Zambia 
Bishop's Residence and Office: P.O. Box 115, 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
William Silungwe, Bishop 
Mary Olive Lady 
Field Secretary: P.O. Box 2733, Choma, Zam-
bia, Africa 
Ira and Miriam Stern 
Choma Bookroom: P.O. Box 198, Choma, 
Zambia, Africa 
Choma Secondary School: P.O. Box 92, Cho-
ma, Zambia, Africa 
Rachel Melhorn 
David Livingstone Teacher Training Col-
lege: Private Bag 1, Livingstone, Zambia, 
Africa 
Lois Jean Sider 
Financial Secretary: P.O. Box 83, Choma, 
Zambia, Africa 
Abram Bert 
Macha Mission: Private Bag llxc, Choma, 
Zambia, Africa 
Macha Mission Hospital: P.O. Box 340, Cho-
ma, Zambia, Africa 
Samuel and Erma Jean Bert 
Mary Biser 
Mary Bricker 




J o h n and Ethel Kreider 
Kathleen Rixon 
Macha Secondary School: P.O. Box 316 Cho-
ma, Zambia, Africa 
Robert and Gail Brubaker 
Edith Miller 
Nahumba Mission: P.O. Box 173, Choma, 
Zambia, Africa 
P.O. Box 2733, Lusaka, Zambia, Africa, 
Chester and Mildred Sollenberger 
Sikalongo Bible Institute: P.O. Box 131, 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Fannie Longenecker 
David and Janet Kipe 
Sikalongo Mission Hospital: P.O. Box 131, 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Mary Heisey 
India 





FEB A: 16 Boulevard Road, Delhi 110054, India 
Allen and Leoda Buckwalter 
TWR: M-96 Greater Kailash—1, New Delhi 
11048, India 
William and Mary Hoke 
12/A Under hill Lane, Delhi, India 110-054 
Joseph and Marietta Smith 
Japan 
Superintendent's Residence: 309-15, 4 Chome, 
Hana-Koganei, Kodaira, Tokyo, Japan 187 




Charles and Cara Musser, Apartado A257, 
Managua, Nicaragua, C.A. 
MISSIONARIES ON FURLOUGH 
Levi and Sandra Brubaker, R.D.I, Box 137A, 
Bainbridge, PA 17502 
Marshall and Eleanor Poe, R.D.I, Chambers-
burg, PA 17201 




Oren and Naomi Hofstetter, R.D.3, Box 184, 
Farmington, NM 87401 
Roy and Esther Mann, 32 Dorchester House, 
Jameson St., Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Dorothy Martin, 14 Dorchester House, Jame-
son St., Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Richard and Deborah Sisco, 163 Academy St., 
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702 
Carroll and Esther Stottlemyer, c/o Verle Biu-
baker, 3840 W. 14th St.. Des Moines, 1A 
50313 
Richard and Kathleen Stuebing, Private Bag 
RW 13X, Lusaka, Zambia, Africa 
MISSIONS—NORTH AMERICA 
Canada 
Montreal Lake Children's Home: Timber Bay, 
Saskatchewan SO J 2T0 
Raymond and Sandra Sider 





Joseph and Karen McNaughton 
Paul Moore 
Barbara Musser 
Robert and Debbie Nigh 




Bronx (Fellowship Chapel): 246 E. Tremont 
Ave., Bronx, N.Y. 10457 







Spring Lake Retreat: R.R.I, Box 361, Wurts-
boro, N.Y. 12790 
Roy and Alva Newcomer 
Joseph Hyatt 
New Mexico (Navajo Mission): Star Route, 4, 
Box 6000, Bloomfield, N.M. 87413 
Marion and Rachel Heisey 
Ernestine Chavez 
Julia Chavez 
Phi l ip Frey 
Rose Hamil ton 
Warren and Connie Hoffman 
Jeffrey and Elizabeth Hollenbach 
Anna Marie Hoover 
Edith Merkey 
June Musser 
Donald and Marion Sider (on leave) 
Loran Smucker 
Benjamin and Eunice Stoner 
Mark Wideman 
Marilyn Wingert 
John Peter Yazzie 
Pharr, Texas (Palm l'alley)[Brethren in Christ 
Ministries]: Box 150, Pharr, Texas 78577 
LeRoy Eberly, Team Leader 
San Francisco (Life Line Chapel): 422 Guer-
rero St., San Francisco, Calif. 94110 
Paul and Evelyn Hill, Supt. 
Susan Helfri tk 
William M. Henrh. Jr. 
Diana Keefer 





San Francisco (Life Line Mission): 917 Fol-
som St., San Francisco, Calif. 94107 
Russell Enlow 
David and Margaret Croxford 
MISSION C H U R C H E S 
Canada 
Paddockwood (North Star Mission): 
Rev. Howard Rensberry 
(Timber Bay, Sask., Canada SOJ 2T0) 
United States 
Blandburg: 
Rev. Richard Lehman, P.O. Box 55, Bland-
burg, PA 16619 
Brooklyn: 225 Sterling St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 
11225 
Rev. Grafton Forbes 
Callaway (Adney Gap): Callaway, VA 24067 
Rev. Gene Craighead, R.l, Box 48 
Columbia (Beulah Chapel): Columbia, KY 
42728 
Rev. Robert Shanklin, Box 393A, Sano Rt., 
Columbia, KY 42728 
Columbia (Bloomington): Columbia, KY 
42728 
C o l u m b i a (Millerfields): Columbia, KY 
42728 
Rev. Edgar Giles,/?. J, Columbia, KY 42728 
Dayton: 831 Herman Ave., Dayton, Ohio 
45404 
Rev. John Pawelski, 835 Herman Ave. 
DeRossett: R.7, Sparta, TN 38583 
Rev. Harold Paulus, R.9, Box 218 
Hillman: (Maple Grove): Hillman, Michi-
gan 49746 
Rev. Levi Troyer, Box 354, Mio, MI 48647 
Hunlock Creek: Hunlock Creek, PA 18621 
Rev. Ross Morningstar, R.3, Berwick, PA 
18603 
Knif ley : (Kni f ley Chapel): Knif ley, KY 42753 
Rev. Gaylerd Miller, R.D.I 
Llewellyn: Llewellyn, PA 17944 
Rev. William Fetrow, Box 117 
Lynchburg: R.D.5, Box 181, Lynchburg,, VA 
24501 
Rev. Lyle C. Roach 
Salem(I.abish Community Church)-. 4522Scott 
Ave., N.E., Salem, Ore. 97303 




Rev. Dale Allison, 168 Cantrell Dr., S.IV., 
Calgary, Alberta 
Kirkland Lake: 
Rev. Amos H. Buckwalter, 11 HillcrestDr., 
Kirkland Lake, Ontario P2N 3M6 
Kitchener (West Heights)-. 
Phi l ip D. Keefer, 30 Somerfield Place, Kit-
chener, Ontario N2N 1S3 
Meadowvale: 
Rev. Gerald Tyrrell, Box 528, Streetsville 
Postal Station, Mississauga, Ontario 
L5M 2C1 
Prince Albert (Community Brethren in Christ 
Church): 
Rev. Herb Anderson, 101-3350B 4th Ave. 
W. Prince Albert, S'ask. S6V 6J8 
United States 
Baltimore (Marlyn Avenue): 611 S. Marlyn 
Ave., Baltimore, \1D 
Rev. Marvin Keller, 925 Homberg Ave., 
21221 
Campbellsville: Campbellsville, KY 42718 
Rev. Earl Hess, 102 Hord St. 
Cincinnati (Western Hills Church): 2815 Rob-
ert Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45211 
Rev. Paul Z. Hess 
Clearwater: 
Rev. Elam Dohner, 2151 Dell Ave., Clear-
water, FL 33515 
Des Moines (Oak Park): 
Rev. Verle Brubaker, 3840 W. 14th St., Des 
Moines, Iowa 50313 
Dublin (Highland Park): Dublin, VA 
Rev. Orvin White, 32 Dalton Dr., Dublin, 
l'A 24084 
Hanover (Conewago): 301 Maple Ai'enue, 
Hanover, PA 17331 
Rev. Kenneth Reid, 212 Krug Ave. 
Massillon (Amherst): 8650 Beatty St., N.W., 
Massillon, OH 
Rev. At lee Hershberger, 852 Amherst, N.E., 
44646 
McMinnvil le (Rolling Acres Community 
Church): McMinnville, TN 37110 
Rev. Rodger L. McCann, 401 Pace St. 
Moreno: Moreno, CA 92360 
Rev. Ric Feeney, 13831 Redlands Blvd. 
Orlando: 745 Holden Ave., Orlando, FL 32809 
Rev. Larry Steffee, 741 Holden Ave. 
Phoneton: Phoneton, OH 45355 
Rev. David Buckwalter, Box 95 
Portland (New Life): 12650 S. W. Brockman 
Rd., Beaverton, OR 97005 
Rev. John Fries, 9764 S.W. Appaloosa PI. 
Smith\ille(Pomeroy Chapel): Smithville, TN 
37166 
Rev. Irving Parker, R.D.3, Box 262 
South Hagerstown (Van Lear): 4 Van Lear 
Dr., Williamsport, MD 21795 
Rev. Clarence Brubaker, 2713 Bujord Dr. 
Sunnymead (Open Bible Community Church): 
Heacock b Meyers, Sunnymead, CA 92388 
Rev. Kevin Longenecker, 12880 Heacock 
W aukena: 
Rev. Jack Finley, P.O. Box 82, Waukena, 
CA 93282 
Wichita: 
Rev. Charles Norman, 336 Turquoise Lane, 
Wichita, KS 67209 
URBAN MINISTRIES 
Personnel serving in urban North America, 
having an administrative relationship with 
the Office of Urban Ministries. 
Dwain Harwick, Christian Stronghold Mis-
sionary Society, 658 N. 52nd St., Philadel-
phia, PA 19131 
John and Velorous Shearer, 56 Edison St., 
W ilkes-Barre, PA 18702 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE MINISTRIES 
Special Ministry to Local Churches: 
Kenneth B. Hoover, Messiah College, Gran-
tham, PA 17027, Phone: (717) 766-3725 
Brethren in Christ Missions Office: P.O. Box 
149, Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
Carla Dahlstrom 
Serving Under Assignment of MCC: 
Martha E. Bvers, 36 Green St., Lancaster, 
PA 17604 
Marilyn Hal lman, Box 132, Station F, Win-
nipeg, Manitoba, R2L 1A5 
Jan Harmon, 1743 Kilbourne Place, NW, 
Washington, D.C. 20010 
Mark and Darlene Keller, Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee, P.O. Box 329, Mbabane, 
Swaziland 
Jay and Lucille Kopp, Mennonite Central 
Committee, P.O. Box 329, MBabane, Swazi-
land 
Curtis and Violet Nissly, Box CH-99, Lus-
aka, Zambia 
Lawrence and Shirlee Yoder, MCC, Jalan 
Penjawi 48, Pati, Central Java, Indonesia 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST 
PERSONNEL SERVING UNDER 
OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 
Jean Barker, Fuller Theological Seminary, 135 
N. Oakland Ave., Pasadena, CA 91101 (Men-
nonite Board of Missions) 
David and Florence Carlson, P.O. Box 141 
Monte Carlo, Monaco/Trans World Radio) 
Charles and Barbara Dederick, 831 E. Third 
St., Williamsport, PA 17701 (American 
Rescue Workers Mission) 
Premnath S. Dirk, 2050 Second Ave., New 
York, N.Y. 10029 (East Harlem Interfaith) 
Ethel Doner, Port-de-Paix, Haiti, West Indies 
(Unevangelized Fields Missions) 
Anna R. Engle, 10 Dex'enish Court, Devenish 
St., Sunnyside, Pretoria, 0002 South Africa 
ISponsored by the Evangelical Alliance 
Mission) 
Leslie Engle, Out-Spokm. Box 370, Elkhart, 
IN 46515 (Mennonite Board of Missions) 
Kim Fox, MDS Unit, P.O. Boxl.Dunlow, WV 
25511 (Mennonite Disaster Service) 
Bob and Carol Geiger, CASA AGAPE, San 
Martin, Metz, Colombia, South America 
(Redland Valley Church) 
Joe and Elaine Haines, Edinburgh Mission 
Medical Hospital, P.O. Box 11, Nazareth, 
Israel, (Mennonite Board of Missions) 
Howard and Margaret Hall, 13-A London 
Road, Bromley, Kent, England (Operation 
Mobilization) 
Beverly Johnson, Spanish Language Institute, 
Apartado 10240, San Jose, Costa Rica, CA 
(Bible Club Movement, Inc.) 
Emerson and Ruth Lesher, Fuller Theological 
Seminary, 135 N. Oakland Ave., Box 478, 
Pasadena, CA 91101 
Gulabi McCarty, 1 Wheeler Rd., Bangalore 
560005, India (Youth for Christ) 
T h o m a s Pasquarel lo , 2940A Lisburn Rd., 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 (Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship) 
Lois Raser, Apdo. 190, Jerez, Zacatecas, Mex-
ico (Christian Children's Fund) 
Donald and Mildred Ressler, (Central Alaskan 
Missions, Inc.) Glennallen, Alaska 99588 
W. Edward and Martha Rickman, 1609 Chapel 
Pike, Marion, IN 46952 (World Gospel 
Mission) 
Harriet Trautwein, APO 24, San Juanito, 
Chihuahua, Mexico (Mexican Evangelistic 
Mission) 
Rhoda Winger, A.C.P.O., Box 51, Quezon 
City, Philippines 3001 (Campus Crusade 
for Christ) 
Carl and Marilyn Wolgemuth, 3804 South 
Ledbet, Dallas, TX 75236 (Wycliffe Bible 
Translators) 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE PERSONNEL 
SERVING IN BRETHREN IN CHRIST 
INSTITUTIONS 
Brethren in Christ Offices: P.O. Box 1136, 
Upland, CA 91786 
Karen Myers 
Messiah Village: 100 Ml. Allen Dr., Mechan-
icsburg, PA 17055 
Shari Sides 
Mile High Pines Camp: Angelus Oaks, CA 
92305 
Ray and Mary Bailey 
Bruce Rissinger 
Daryl S tump 
Upland Manor: 1125 W. Arrow Hu>y., Up-
land, CA 91786 
Leroy and Inez Helmuth 
Deborah Holsinger 
The Brethren in Christ have been involved in a ministry to 
native Americans for more than three decades—among the 
Navajos in New Mexico and more recently at Montreal Lake 
Children's Home in Saskatchewan. 
Menno Wiebe, the writer of this article, is director of Native 
Concerns, MCC (Canada), and serves on a task force at Mont-
real Lake Children's Home which is projecting long-term 
goals and programs for a more effective ministry at Timber 
Bay, Saskatchewan. 
Indian Doll 
By Menno Wiebe 
After a l ong day in the intense set-
t ing of a cross cul tura l seminar in 
Saskatchewan, I was en joy ing an 
evening walk, t ry ing to s traighten 
my shoulders and pu t a little spr ing 
in to my step. T h e seminar brought 
together five Ind ian , Inu i t and Metis 
delegations in order to meet with a 
n u m b e r of southern , mainly non-
nat ive , g r o u p s of va r ious c h u r c h 
d e n o m i n a t i o n s . O u r a g e n d a was 
Nor the rn Development . 
Ju s t as I had achieved a change of 
pace in the fresh air, I spotted this 
doll. There , against a picket fence 
near the garbage cans, she lay. L o n g 
black hair, a pretty brown face and 
even clothes that unmis takably iden-
tified her as an Ind ian doll. 
As I re turned to the retreat center 
for the evening session I could not rid 
my m i n d of the Ind ian doll in the 
back lane. T h e Ind ian doll was fixed 
in my m i n d like a vision that would 
not depart ; my thoughts went back-
wards. T h e doll had been discarded. 
I 'm not easily given to visions and 
dreams or other non-documentab le 
speculat ions , but there is probably 
more than one way in which the Lord 
arrests our th ink ing . T h e s ight ing of 
this doll p rompted though t s that 
stuck. A discarded Ind ian doll is too 
symbol ic not to reflect the actuality 
of this country and its re la t ionship to 
its original peoples: discarded pseudo-
h u m a n p lay th ings in the back lanes 
of ou r cities, completely per ipheral 
to ou r laws, our economy, our polit i-
cal act ions and almost m i s s ingon the 
agenda of the church. 
In the work of the church I f ind the 
extremes. Ei ther there is ou t r igh t 
rejection or there is a novel fascina-
tion with this curious Indian culture; 
the first border ing on racism, the lat-
ter resul t ing in a 'love for Indians . ' 
Not ions of the noble savage did not 
die wi th Jean Jacques Rousseau. It is 
even there in the mission scene when 
we become too anxious to display 
Indian converts at conferences or in 
color slides. They become dolls— 
symbols of affections rather than ac-
tual persons to love, embrace, trust 
and wi th w h o m we pursue mutua l 
interests on a man to man or woman 
to w o m a n basis. 
Outs ide the church the Indian as a 
p lay th ing-cur io is sustained by cul-
tural grants, monies which promote 
a previous way of life complete with 
beadwork, feather and teepee. Those 
symbols have their meanings even in 
ob ta in ing cul tural rebirth, but must 
not obscure the vision for the culture 
that is and will be. Life can be under-
stood by looking backwards, but can 
only be lived forwards. Admoni sh ing 
Ind ian people to get into h igher edu-
cation and promis ing funds to do so 
is one thing, but a sudden govern-
ment cut-off denies hundreds of stu-
dents a university educat ion. Such is 
a sophisticated game of p laying with 
them as dolls. 
Like Hendr ik Ibsen's The Doll's 
House, there are other morally de-
mean ing ways of reducing native 
people to a doll status. There is the 
Indian "Ri ta Joe" played with on 
Main Street of the inner city, then 
discarded. By paternally keeping them 
subservient and separate in a q u a i n t 
p u p p e t status does not help Indians 
or non- Ind ians to part icipate in real 
life. Where there is an honest, mature 
wil l ingness by native people to par-
ticipate in governing their affairs, 
they are too often discarded as dolls. 
J u d g i n g f rom government policy 
shifts designed to dampen Indian self 
determinat ion, f rom the uns toppable 
Nor the rn Indus t r ia l Development , 
much of it at the expense of legal 
Indian rights, the cur r icu lum in In-
dian schools, which rarely, if ever, 
take native cultures seriously, the 
marginal attempts in addressing prob-
lems of housing, employment and 
a lcohol ism and from some unbend-
ing atti tudes in the churches towards 
native people, it has to be concluded 
that rejection is the lot for the native 
people of Canada. Liv ing against 
such at t i tudes does drive them to 
back lane death—sometimes literally 
so. 
God is cal l ing the church to dis-
cover the native peoples not only as 
converts to faith in Christ , but also as 
full-fledged brothers and sisters. There 
has been enough of a pseudo-relation-
sh ip which came either in the forms 
of rejection on the one hand or cur-
ious, doll-like affection on the other. 
T h e native voices I hear are for walk-
ing in this world together in co-
humani ty . 
It is an unusua l th ing at this point 
in history that we as a people are 
experiencing ongo ing and brand new 
entrees with native communi t ies and 
organizations. H o w to respond with 
our mission personnel, with our MCC 
volunteers, th rough our many pro-
fessions, our schools and churches, is 
our present challenge to make known 
in word and deed the love of Jesus 
Christ . 
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Bijoy and Manju Roul and y o u n g son, 
Andrew Amit. Bijoy and Manju are the 
coordinators for the new International 
Student Christian Centre, Delhi , India. 
I N T R O D U C I N G : 
Bijoy and Manju Roul—Delhi , India 
T h e Brethren in Christ Missions is 
supp ly ing the salary of the coordina-
tor of the new In terna t ional Student 
Chr i s t i an Centre near the university 
campus in Delhi, India. 
Bijoy and M a n j u Roul , new par-
ents of young Andrew Amit, both 
come f rom Chris t ian homes. They 
met each other at the Al lahabad Bible 
Seminary where Bijoy was taught by 
Wi l l iam and Mary Hoke. He finished 
The writer and her husband, Joseph, are 






By Marietta Smith 
his work for the Th .B. degree there 
and cont inued on to graduate in 1977 
f rom the U n io n Biblical Seminary at 
Yeotmal with a B.D. degree. After 
one academic year of teaching at the 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
in Roorkee, Bijoy accepted the offer 
to come to Delhi wi th his new wife, 
M a n j u , w h o has completed a B.A. 
f rom Al lahabad University and a 
B.Ed, f rom Isabe l laThoburn College. 
Whi le s tudying with Wil l iam and 
Mary Hoke in Allahabad, Bijoy re-
quested membersh ip with the Bre-
thren in Christ Church. 
T h e Student Centre in Delhi is a 
new venture, and Bijoy and M a n j u 
have their residence at the Centre. 
Working with international students, 
many of them from African coun-
tries, in a large metropolis, the capitol 
city of India, is a new and widen ing 
experience, stretching their atti tudes 
and compass ion in new ways. Please 
pray for them in three dimensions: 
marriage, parenthood, and ministry 
to students. 
T o get the Centre launched many 
func t ions have been held, the largest 
being the reception for Rev. Roy 
Roy Sider, Secretary of Overseas Minis-
tries, Brethren in Christ Church, receiv-
ing "off ic ia l" we lcome at the Student 
Centre in Delhi , when present for the 
dedication of the Centre. 
Sider du r ing his visit to India in 
March. A sandalwood gar land, as the 
official welcome gesture, was placed 
a round Roy Sider's neck, after which 
the Centre was dedicated officially 
for Christ and his Kingdom. 
Randal l and Bonnie Lutz, son-in-
law and daughter of Joe and Marietta 
Smith , and Jay, son of the Smiths , 
will be arr iving in India in J u n e to 
assist at the Centre for several months . 
T h e Lutzes have been teaching in 
T a i w a n and Jay has been serving 
with the Brethren in Christ church in 
Tokyo. 
Rel ig ious N e w s 
from page seven 
c a g o as the weekend guest of O . R . Har -
buz iuk , p r e s iden t of the A l l - U k r a i n i a n 
Evange l ica l Bapt is t Fe l l owsh ip . 
H a r b u z i u k , whose thrice-weeklv broad-
casts a re h e a r d in the U k r a i n e by way of a 
r a d i o s t a t ion in M o n t e Ca r lo , M o n a c o , 
said he is fea r fu l Vins may be exp lo i t ed by 
p e r s o n s w h o wil l a t t e m p t to raise m o n e y 
in h i s n a m e . " S o m e so-called ' u n d e r -
g r o u n d e v a n g e l i s m ' g r o u p s cou ld take 
a d v a n t a g e of his n a m e , a n d m a y b e raise 
m i l l i o n s of do l la r s , of w h i c h only a smal l 
a m o u n t w o u l d ever be used to spread the 
G o s p e l , " he added . " B r o t h e r Vins is a 
s incere C h r i s t i a n , a n d I have tried to 
w a r n h i m of this poss ib i l i ty . " 
Vins , w h o j o i n e d the " R e f o r m Bap-
t i s t s" a n d was n a m e d thei r secretary in 
1965, b roke away f r o m the A l l - U n i o n 
C o u n c i l of Evange l ica l Chr i s t i ans -Bap-
tists, because he did no t believe c h u r c h e s 
s h o u l d register wi th the R u s s i a n govern-
men t . In his message here, he referred to 
h i s g r o u p as t h e " n o n - r e g i s t e r e d 
c h u r c h e s . " 
Churches Locking Doors, H i d i n g Silver, 
Against Vandals, Thieves, in England 
W i t h a mass ive rise in repor ted theft 
a n d vanda l i sm , C h u r c h of E n g l a n d par-
ishes are f o r m i n g v ig i l an t e g r o u p s , lock-
i n g c h u r c h doors a n d h i d i n g their silver. 
T h e Ecclesiastical I n s u r a n c e Off ice , 
w h i c h h a n d l e s c la ims f r o m E n g l a n d and 
C a n a d a , repor ted a j u m p in c la ims f r o m 
2.000 in 1976 to more t han 4,000 in 1977— 
a n d the n u m b e r of c la ims is still r i s ing. 
Canadian Evangelicals 
Focus on "Responsibi l i ty" 
T h e C h r i s t i a n L e a d e r s h i p C o n f e r e n c e 
of the Evange l ica l F e l l o w s h i p of C a n a d a 
(EFC) held at York Univers i ty , T o r o n t o , 
in mid -May b r o u g h t several h u n d r e d 
delegates a n d visi tors f r o m the At l an t i c 
p rov inces to Bri t ish C o l u m b i a a n d three 
fo re ign count r ies . 
Dr. Cha r l e s S e i d e n s p i n n e r , of St. Ca th -
ar ines , O n t . , the f o r m e r p res iden t of the 
EF'C, unde r sco red o n e of the object ives of 
the confe rence in e m p h a s i z i n g " t h e re-
spons ib i l i ty of C h r i s t i a n s in the western 
w o r l d is the t e a c h i n g of the L o r d con-
c e r n i n g o u r lifestyle, p r io r i t i es a n d con-
cerns . " 
M a i n confe rence speakers were: Dr. 
K e n n e t h Kantzer, edi tor of Christianity 
Today; Dr. D. J a m e s Kennedy, pas to r of 
the 9,000 m e m b e r Cora l R i d g e Presbyter-
ian C h u r c h , Fort L a u d e r d a l e , Fla.; a n d 
Dr. R o n Sider, a u t h o r of the book " R i c h 
Chr i s t i ans in a H u n g r y W o r l d . " 
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Church News 
from page 6 
The Lancaster congregation has sche-
duled a family camp-out the week-end of 
July 27-29 at Camp Hebron. "Levi and 
Sandra Brubaker, recently returned from 
missionary service in Zambia were guest 
speakers at the midweek service Wednes-
day evening, J u n e 13, at the Manheim 
Church. • Robert and Carolyn Mann were 
guest speakers on Sunday morning, J u n e 
10, at the Maytown Church. The Manns 
had recently returned from service in Rho-
desia. *The week-end of J u n e 9 and 10 was 
the occasion of a Bible Conference at the 
Mt. Pleasant Church with Luke Keefer, Jr., 
as the Bible teacher. The emphasis of the 
Bible Conference was "The Holy Spirit and 
the Holy Life". Brother Keefer is a member 
of the faculty at Messiah College. 
Children's Day was observed on J u n e 10 
by the Palmyra Brethren in Christ Church 
with a special service on Sunday morning, 
J u n e 10. Featured in the program was a 
cantata, entitled "Down by the Creek Bank" 
which was directed by Faithe Hoffman. 
•The Refton congregation has established 
a vegetable exchange table in their kitchen 
in which people may bring excess vegeta-
bles growing in their gardens and from 
which they may take those which they can 
use. Persons who are unable to make an 
exchange of vegetables may take vegetables 
by making a contr ibution to the World 
Hunger Fund. 
A farewell service was held at the Shenks 
Church on Sunday. J u n e 3, for the Dale 
Allison family who will be going to Calgary, 
Alberta, under assignment of the Canadian 
Conference in church-planting. Mrs. Alli-
son is a daughter of Pastor and Mrs. Isaac 
Kanode of the Shenks congregation. The 
Allisons have recently completed a term of 
service at the Western Hills Church, Cin-
cinnati. Ohio. 'Th i r t een persons received 
ordinance of bapt ism at a baptismal service 
on Sunday. May 27, at the Skyline View 
Church. Among the thirteen who received 
baptism were three married couples. On 
J u n e 10, twenty persons were rerceived 
into membership of the congregation. *The 
Manheim, Mastersonville, Mt. Pleasant, and 
Speedwell Heights congregationsjoined in 
a family camp-out week-end. May 25-28 at 
Spring Haven Camp. Resource persons for 
the family camping experience were Je s se 
Dourte and Jake Shenk. 
Canadian Conference 
Roy Sider, Director of Overseas Minis-
tries for the Brethren in Christ Missions, 
was the guest minister at the Bridlewood 
Brethren in Christ Church on Sunday morn-
ing, J u n e 3. 'Recent services at the Heise 
Hill congregation included the River Breth-
ren from Niagara Christ ian College in a 
Sunday morning musical program and a 
Sunday evening concert by a Mennonite 
choir from the Markham area. *The Mas-
sey Place congregation is planning to open 
a nursery school in their facilities begin-
ning September 4. The Nursery School will 
be for preschool age children and will fea-
ture a morning session as well as an after-
noon session, Monday-Thursday. Carol Ann 
Friesen will be the director of the school. 
Terry and Carol Ann have moved to Saska-
toon from Portland. Oregon, where Teny 
has completed his seminary work at West-
ern Evangelical Seminary. 
The newly-planted Meadowvale congre-
gation in west suburban Toronto celebrated 
its first anniversaiy on Sunday, June 3, 
with 63 in at tendance. *A missionaiy-
emphasis week-end was planned by the 
Rosebank congregation June 9 and 10. 
Included among the resource persons were 
Dr. John and Esther Spurrier, Roy and 
Dorothy Sider, and Marion Sider. "The 
Wainfleet congregation is planning a month-
ly celebration to which families will be 
invited to a pot-luck dinner at the church 
during the month of the wife's birthday 
anniversaiy. 
Central Conference 
The Messiah Players presented the Breth-
ren in Christ Historical Play, "Pilgrimage", 
at the Bethel Brethren in Christ Church 
near Merrill. Michigan, on Saturday even-
ing, J u n e 23. "Don Price, a student at Ash-
land Semi nan,', was the guest speaker at 
the Beulah Chapel Church. Springfield, 
Ohio on Sunday morning, J u n e 10. *On 
Sunday evening, J u n e 17, Kenneth Hoover, 
who recently spent time in London on 
behalf of the Board for Missions, reported 
on his London experiences to the Fairview 
Brethren in Christ congregation near Engle-
wood, Ohio. 
The Nappanee congregation received into 
church fellowship eight members on Sun-
day morning, J u n e 17. Three were received 
by water baptism; five upon confession of 
faith! Ted and Nola Burwell have accepted 
a call of the pastoral committee of the Sippo 
Brethren in Christ Church to serve as the 
pastoral family. A farewell will be held for 
the present pastor. Eli Hostetler and fam-
ily, on Sunday, J u n e 17. 
Midwest 
The Bethany Brethren in Christ Church 
cooperates with Mennonite churches in 
the area in the operation of the Et Cetera 
Thrift and Gift Shop in Weatherford, Okla. 
This shop sells handcraft which is imported 
under the MCC sponsorship and also han-
dles used clothing and other items. They 
have recently moved into a larger area. The 
income from the shop goes toward the MCC 
program. *The Rosebank congregation 
honored their graduates at a special service 
on Sunday, May 27. A plaque was presented 
to each one of the graduates. 
Paul Hess preached his farewell sermon 
to the Zion congregation on Sunday morn-
ing. J u n e 10. Following the morning wor-
ship service a farewell dinner was spon-
sored by the congregation for the Hesses 
who have served the congregation for the 
past five years. Paul and Esther Hess are 
moving to Cincinnati, Ohio, where Paul will 
become pastor of the Western Hills con-
gregation. 
Pacific Conference 
Carl Keefer, United States Director of 
Stewardship, spent part of the week of May 
20 with the Alta Loma Brethren in Christ 
Church in conducting a feasibility study in 
the interest of the capital fund drive for 
their building program. 
Births 
Culp: Tara Marie, Born May 15, to Jack 
and Anita (Musser) Culp. Skyline View con-
gregation, Pa. 
Gall; Carol Ann. born May 16, to Edwin 
and Nancy Gall, Shenks congregation, Pa. 
Gonzalez: David, born January 10, to 
Heriberto and Noemi Gonzalez, Fellowship 
Chapel congregation, New York. 
Wideman: Alexia Rae. born Feb. 22, to 
Glen and Jean Wideman. Heise Hill congre-
gation. Ont. 
Weddings 
Asbury-Mellinger: Edith, daughter of J. 
Harold Mellinger, Wrightsville, Pa., and the 
late Edna Mellinger, and Daniel, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Jefferson C. Asbury, Belleview. Fl„ 
J u n e 2, in the Manor Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Charles L. Lehman officiat-
ing. 
Cole-White: Katrina, daughter of Rev. 
and Mrs. Orvin White, Dublin, Va., and 
Keith, son of Mr. and Mrs. James Cole, 
Troutville, Va., J u n e 1, in the Valley View 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Calvin 
Hamblin officiating. 
Copko-Smith: Brenda Jean Smith and 
Paul Michael Copko, May 20. Skyline View 
congregation. Pa. 
Dewalt-Harris: Wendy Lynne. Palmyra, 
Pa., daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Harris 
and Craig Allen son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
E. Dewalt, May 26 in the Spring Creek 
Church of the Brethren, Hershey, with Rev. 
J. Robert Lehman and Rev. J o h n S. Breid-
enstine officiating. 
Hunt-Besecker: Debbie, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Besecker, Vandalia, Ohio, 
and Monty, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jun ior 
Hunt, Pitsburg, Ohio, J u n e 16, in the High-
land Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Louis Cober officiating. 
Morrison-Murray: Robin, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Lynn Murray, Lewisburg, Oh., and 
Kirk, son of Mr. and Mrs. J o h n Morrison, 
Arcanum. Oh.. May 5, in the Highland 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Louis 
Cober officiating. 
Rissinger-Wilson: Doris, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Bob Wilson, Philadelphia, Pa., and 
Brian, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lamar Rissinger, 
West Milton, Ohio. Nov. 18, 1978, in the 
Burholme Baptist Church. Philadelphia, 
Pa., with Rev. Homer Rissinger and Rev. 
John Bystanko officiating. 
Schock-Livengood: Nancy, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Livengood. Manheim, Pa., 
and Jay Schock son of Mr. and Mrs. Graybill 
Schock, Washington Boro, Pa., J u n e 2. at 
the home of the bride, with Rev. John 
Schock. uncle of the groom officiating. 
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The following two articles (pages 12 and 13) arrived in the mail 
within several days of each other. One reflects a congregation's sensi-
tivity to God's creative spirit in its midst. The second, recounts a 
young couple's search for a creative way to serve the Lord. 
God's Creative Gifts 
by Marsha D. Hock 
Individuality is a constant reminder 
of God ' s creativity. We at Lakeview 
decided to capitalize on the beauty of 
this creativeness and individuali ty in 
o u r m e m b e r s ' lives by h o s t i n g a 
"Creativeness in W o r s h i p " evening. 
T h e evening exhibi ted individual-
ity in more than just spoken words. 
We saw it in obvious physical traits 
as well as in various stages of mental 
and spir i tual maturi ty . 
T h e evening began with a tr ibute 
to Lakeview's Grandmother-a t - large , 
Cather ine Hock. G r a d m a was praised 
for her genu ine and consistent prayer 
life. Her letter f rom Florida, where 
she spends the winter , proved that 
even whi le geographical ly distant, 
her love for many members manifests 
itself in prayer. When at h o m e in 
Michigan, she has also shared another 
combina t ion of sweat and prayer with 
us t h rough her garden. Tasty vegeta-
bles are all prayed over du r ing grow-
ing season and often shared at har-
vest. Cloth patches, excess to someone 
else, have come to her f rom across the 
Uni ted States and have found their 
way in to Senior Citizen Homes in the 
form of lap robes. 
A few minu tes later we were enjoy-
ing genu ine worsh ip wi th a dark 
haired, brown-eyed student w h o was 
sha r ing herself wi th us t h rough a 
well-writ ten and mov ing poem. T h e 
poem spoke of her love for a fr iend 
yet the agony felt in car ing so deeply 
but h u m a n l y being unable to heal 
deep pain . God was called " T h e 
Voice" and the concept of a Supreme 
Being was brought to mind. T h i s 
expression was saturated with sensi-
tivity given by God. 
A L e a r n i n g Disabi l i ty T e a c h e r 
shared with us some of the principles 
he uses in his work. Students with 
per i lous home lives and little basis 
for successful l iving respond warmly 
to this godly man w h o a t tempts to 
allow God's wisdom to infiltrate daily 
decisions. 
As he interacts with parents and 
students relative to learning difficul-
ties, discipl inary problems, and try-
ing family s i tuat ions God provides 
avenues for relaying a world view 
they know little about . In the frame-
work of this occupa t ion at least one 
other teaching associate has accepted 
Jesus as Savior. 
Have you ever considered artistic 
talents such as pa in t ing to be a part of 
worship? A young mother has spent 
hours pa in t ing scenes that grace both 
homes and our church. She expressed 
gratefulness to God for the talent he 
has given her and we responded with 
grat i tude and wonder at the un ique 
way God uses individual i ty as it is 
offered to him. 
A businessman stood before us and 
shared his realization that genuine 
worsh ip is sometimes exposed in a 
person's response to nature. He dem-
Individuality 
is a constant 
reminder of 
God's creativity. 
onstrated his idea by reading a sensa-
t ional poem he had writ ten. It was 
sensational in that it indicated God 's 
blessing us with senses to enjoy life. 
He took us with h im to a place of 
warm sunshine, restful breezes, and 
peaceful emotions. We were touched 
aga in by the talent exhibi ted in his 
ability to express inner dreams and 
let us live them with h im. 
A retired school teacher w h o has 
recently been used in minis te r ing to 
the elderly also shared some of her 
poetry. It reflected on the qual i ty of 
peaceful times a lone wi th God and a 
part icular ly special t ime she exper-
ienced when wa lk ing alone th rough 
a forest as it awakened. Her peaceful 
spirit tells us that this was not an 
isolated experience but a way of life— 
living in the Quietness. 
We used more than our allotted 
t ime that evening and still did not 
have t ime for everyone designated to 
share. As a part of the total body of 
Christ we praise h im for the unex-
p la inable way we have been truly 
blessed by the diversity of gifts and 
talents. May we never be found guil ty 
of saying, "Because I am not an eye, I 
do not belong to the body," but 
rather, " T h e r e are many parts but 
one body." 
Marsha Hock, the writer of this article, is 
active in the Lakeview Community Church. 
She is the oldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Hock who also belong to the Lakei'iew con-
gregation in Michigan. 
12 Evangelical Visitor 
In Training 
with Wycliffe 
Allan and Ann Wideman 
Both Al lan and I are pleased and 
excited that our skills and abilities 
can play a par t in m a k i n g God ' s 
Good News available to the utter-
most parts of the world. 
We are members- in- t ra ining of Wy-
cliffe Bible Trans la to r s Inc. W B T is a 
g r o u p of 3700 people f rom all walks 
of life w h o have come together for 
one purpose: that every man , woman , 
and child, someday soon, would have 
a Bible in their own language . It is a 
fa i th mission in which each one of us 
is look ing to the Lord for our own 
suppor t . 
T rans la to r s are sent in teams to 
live in j u n g l e villages, create an al-
phabet , teach people to read and 
write, and he lp them to translate the 
Bible. T h e f inal goal is to see a body 
of believers established in the village. 
I was abou t eighteen or nineteen 
when my folks, l iving in Ontar io , 
Canada attended a Wycliffe Associates 
meet ing. T h e y were so enthusiast ic 
abou t the work, I felt led to write the 
mission for more in format ion . 
It was a classmate at Centennia l 
College, also in Ontar io , w h o told 
Allan that his abilities, as a mechanic, 
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could be used in Wycliffe th rough 
JAARS (Jungle Aviation and Radio 
Service) located near Waxhaw, North 
Carol ina. 
Not long after that, Allan was in a 
car accident. Every bone in his head 
was broken. T h e doctors told his par-
ents that he would never walk or 
drive again . In all probabil i ty, he 
wou ld be no more than a vegetable 
for the rest of his life. But God had 
other plans for Allan. Many people 
were underg i rd ing h im in prayer. 
While still in intensive care, Allan 
started to memorize Scripture verses. 
And, amazingly, he was able to return 
to college the next semester p icking 
u p his course and earn ing grades that 
were even higher than before the 
accident! 
Af ter ou r m a r r i a g e we felt we 
wanted to use our skills as an aircraft 
m e c h a n i c / s e c r e t a r y to p r o m o t e 
Christ 's Kingdom on Earth. We both 
felt, qui te logically, it would be with 
Wycliffe. They suggested we wait for 
about a year du r ing which t ime Allan 
worked at a f lying club do ing me-
chanics and in an aero shop do ing 
body work on aircraft. I was a medi-
cal dictatypist in a hospital . 
We visited JAARS in May of 1978. 
Dur ing that time, Allan was evalu-
ated for his ability as a mechanic. 
Wi th his acceptance, our next step 
was to at tend S u m m e r Inst i tute of 
Linguis t ics in Norman , Ok lahoma . 
T h i s was an intense learning t ime 
with useful teaching in culture, hu-
man relations, and linguistics. 
It was new for us to be in school 
together. We felt some pressure know-
ing we were being evaluated by a 
Each year the General Conference 
Board of Chr i s t ian Eudcat ion 
recognizes Sunday schools that 
have reported outstanding growth 
in average at tendance and have 
indicated satisfactory perform-
candidate committee which was deter-
m i n i n g our ability to join the Wyc-
liffe Team. 
What great news when, towards 
the end of that summer, we were told 
we had been accepted! 
We felt a mixture of relief and 
responsibil i ty, for now we must be 
ready to say, as wi th Isaiah: " H e r e I 
am! Send me." 
After a few months back in Can-
ada, we packed our duff le bags for yet 
another step: Jungle Camp in Mexico— 
a t ime that surely was filled with 
experiences. God used each of them 
to teach us so much about ourselves 
and to b r ing us close to h im, to our 
staff, and to our fellow campers. We 
were in a Tzeltal Village d u r i n g the 
last phase of J u n g l e Camp. L iv ing 
there showed us we can make friends 
with and learn the language of peo-
ple very different f rom ourselves. 
We are now comple t i ng our train-
ing at JAARS. Allan is receiving 
or ientat ion on the aircraft used by 
Wycliffe Bible Trans la tors while I 
am taking a course in H.A.M. radio 
towards a General License h o p i n g 
this, too, will be useful on the field. 
After a few mon ths in Ontar io , we 
will return, once more, to JAARS for 
Allan 's special or ientat ion in heli-
copter mechanics. Our assignment may 
possibly be in Papua , New Guinea . 
T h o u g h we realize it will be diffi-
cult leaving our family and friends, 
we eagerly ant ic ipate taking u p our 
duties as support workers to the trans-
lators and we are most grateful to 
God for his leading us thus far and 
His assurance that he will never leave 
us. 
ance in organization, leadership 
development curriculum and meth-
ods, facilities and equipment, and 
outreach. These schools are award-
























Sunday School of the Year Awards 
MCC Testifies on Draft 
By John K. Stoner 
Draft registrat ion would begin in 
1981 if Congress adopts the recom-
menda t ion of the House Armed Ser-
vices Commit tee . T h e Senate may 
wait unt i l the House acts before tak-
ing u p the ques t ion of the draft . 
Senator Sam N u n n of Georgia said at 
May 21 hearings that the Senate Armed 
Services Commi t t ee has not decided 
whether it will include draft legisla-
tion in its version of the Defense 
Department Authorization Bill or take 
it u p as a separate bill. 
K.B. Hoover , a representative of 
the Brethren in Christ Church to 
Mennoni te Central Commit tee , ap-
peared May 21 before the Sena te 
Armed Services Subcommittee on Man-
power and Personnel to testify for 
MCC Peace Section (U.S.) on the 
draf t . Hoover said, "I am here to lend 
the weight of our testimony and con-
viction against the renewal of draft 
registrat ion and other measures tend-
ing toward conscr ip t ion ." 
Ident i fying the basis of Mennoni te 
oppos i t ion to the draft in the will of 
G o d and the practice of the early 
church , Hoover said: 
" T h e Mennon i t e and Brethren in 
Christ churches have always believed 
that war, conscr ipt ion and military 
t r a in ing are contrary to the will of 
God. We accept the words of Jesus as 
t rue a n d a u t h o r i t a t i v e . H e said , 
'Blessed are the meek, for they shall 
inheri t the ear th ' and 'All w h o take 
the sword will perish by the sword. ' 
T h e evidence is that for more than 
200 years after Christ left this earth 
almost all of His followers refused 
war and ki l l ing. T h e universal teach-
ing of the church was that part ic ipa-
t ion in war was contrary to the will of 
God. T h i s we know has changed, but 
in our view not for the better." Most 
of the Subcommit tee on Manpower 
and Personnel members have some 
church aff i l iat ion. 
Sen. Harry Byrd of Virginia ex-
pressed his concern for the adequacy 
of provisions for conscientious objec-
tors. He said it is impor tan t that the 
government give " fu l l considerat ion" 
to the conscientious objector. Sen. 
N u n n expressed the same concern 
and Sen. J o h n Warner of Virginia 
voiced his agreement. All but three of 
the 11 groups testifying opposed the 
draft and most represented substan-
tial constituencies of conscientious 
objectors. In a hear ing two months 
ago the subcommit tee received tes-
t imony from government witnessess, 
most of which favored registration. 
Al though the immediate legisla-
tive proposal pertains to registration 
only, it is apparent that legislators 
are th ink ing about the larger ques-
tions involved in a return to con-
scription, inc lud ing provisions for 
conscientious objection. T h e poten-
tial for substantial revisions of the 
Military Selective Service Act within 
the next year or two is present. T h e 
proposed legislation which the House 
Commit tee on Armed Services has 
included in the Defense Authoriza-
tion Bill, H .R. 4040, calls on the Pres-
ident to make legislative recommen-
dat ions by Janua ry 15, 1980, on the 
fo l lowing matters: 
1. T h e desirability and feasibility 
of es tabl ishing a method of auto-
ma t i ca l ly r eg i s t e r i ng pe r sons 
th rough a centralized, automated 
system us ing school records and 
other existing records: 
2. T h e desirability of giving the 
President permanent authori ty 
to induct persons (without action 
by Congress); 
3. Whether women should be sub-
ject to registration and induct ion 
for t ra in ing and service in the 
Armed Forces; 
4. W h e t h e r p e r s o n s r e g i s t e r e d 
should also be immediately clas-
sified and examined or whether 
classification and examinat ion 
of registrants should be subject 
to the discretion of the President; 
5. Other such changes in exist ing 
law relat ing to registration, clas-
sification, selection and induc-
tion as the President considers 
appropr ia te . 
T h e ques t ion of the d ra f t ing of 
women was of obvious concern to the 
Senate subcommittee. Sen. Warner 
showed part icular interest in this, 
reques t ing those w h o gave testimony 
to submit more detailed statements 
on this topic in wr i t ing after the close 
of the hearing. 
H o o v e r ' s t e s t i m o n y fo r M C C 
quoted from H.S. Bender's statement 
in 1951 to the same committee: 
" I t is surely one of the lessons of 
history that those nat ions which have 
most relied u p o n military might have 
in the end lost most fearfully. We still 
believe that it becomes nat ions to rely 
more upon goodwil l and spir i tual 
forces than u p o n guns and bombs, 
and fear terribly the outcome of the 
present almost worldwide t u rn ing to 
the most destructive material forces 
to at tain nat ional goals." 
Hoover said, "These destructive 
material forces have grown in ways 
un imag inab le to Dr. Bender in 1951. 
T h e T r i d e n t s u b m a r i n e , n e u t r o n 
bomb, MX missile system and laser 
beam weapons technologies . . . re-
flect a militarization of the mind and 
spirit of our citizens which should 
not be exacerbated by add ing on the 
registration of 18-year-olds for mil-
itary enterprises." 
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Editorial (guest) 
T h e great t ru th that Jesus Christ is the "A lpha and 
O m e g a , the b e g i n n i n g and the end, the first and the 
last ," is found six times in the book of Revelat ion and 
three times in Isaiah. 
In the Engl i sh l anguage we would say he is the A and 
the Z, the start and the f inish, the O n e who begins and 
ends everything. 
T h i s is especially seen in the Bible itself where Christ 
is the central character, the life, the essence, the heart, 
and the substance of the entire book. T o set forth Jesus 
Chris t as the way, the t ruth , and the life, is the chief end 
of the Holy Scriptures. 
H e is the first promise of mercy made to man, and 
equal ly the last. H i s office, work, and history are blended 
and interwoven wi th the whole s t ructure of redempt ion. 
In the sense of rank , too, Jesus may be described as the 
A lpha and Omega . In Heaven he was Alpha—the first, 
the chief, the foremost , the f irst-born of every creature, 
the eternal God. But when he left Heaven and came to 
earth in his great condescension, he became Omega, the 
last. 
O n that dread day when Jesus h u n g on the cross, if 
God ' s creatures had been marshal led in order, you would 
have had to pu t Chris t—for misery, for weakness, and for 
shame—as the last, the Omega . 
Creation 
Chris t is also the Alpha and Omega of creation. He is 
the Lord of time, the center and circumference of exist-
ence. In Chris t is everything; outside of h im is no th ing . 
Where did this world come from? H o w did man first 
appea r on the scene? Was it the work of some angel, or 
did mat ter create itself? Was there an effect wi thout a 
cause? Such conclus ions wou ld be contrary both to expe-
rience and to reason. 
T h e Bible says, " I n the beg inn ing was the Word . . . 
T h r o u g h h im all th ings were made; wi thout h im 
n o t h i n g was made that has been made. In h im was 
life . . ." ( John 1:1-4). 
Again we read: " In the beg inn ing , O Lord, you laid 
the founda t ions of the earth, and the heavens are the 
work of your hands (Heb. 1:10). 
Not only did Chris t create the universe in the first 
place, but it is his power that has kept it go ing ever since. 
" In h im all th ings hold together" (Col. 1:17). 
And when finally the t ime comes when " the heavens 
will d isappear wi th a roar, the elements will be destroyed 
by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid 
ba re" (2 Pet. 3:10), then again it will be Chris t as Omega 
w h o will b r ing an end to this present world order. 
Salvation 
But above everything else Jesus Christ is the Alpha 
and O m e g a of salvation. He is the beg inn ing and the end 
of the whole p lan of redempt ion , " the L a m b that was 
slain f rom the creation of the wor ld" (Rev. 13:8). 
Back in the early days of history the first promises— 
few and far between, it is true—were made of a coming 
salvation for all mankind . As the centuries rolled around, 
Christ appeared in person to such men as Enoch, Noah, 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
T h e n th rough the Holy Spirit , Moses and all the 
prophets spoke of the salvation which he would bring. 
Dozens of types and shadows foretold his saving work. 
T h r o u g h thousands of years of the Old Tes tament dis-
pensat ion he was the Alpha of salvation. 
But he was its Omega as well. What would it all have 
signified wi thout him? Its prophecies would have re-
mained fruitless divinations. Its types would have been 
only a heap of riddles. 
But it became Christ to fulfi l l it; and when the fullness 
of t ime was come he appeared as the Omega of the Old 
Tes t amen t economy, and at the same t ime the Alpha of 
the New. 
There fore "let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the au tho r and 
perfecter of our f a i th" (Heb. 12:2). Let us rejoice with joy 
unspeakable that he w h o was the Alpha of our redemp-
tion, became the Omega , too. "I t is f in ished!" was His 
t r i umphan t cry ( John 19:30). 
Personal Experience 
With respect to our own personal Chr is t ian expe-
rience, Christ is also the Alpha and Omega . His salva-
tion is complete, and covers all our spir i tual needs from 
A to Z. 
It begins with forgiveness: " In w h o m we have redemp-
tion, the forgiveness of sins" (Col. 1:14). 
It includes holy living. "Chris t loved the church and 
gave himself u p for her to make her holy, c leansing 
her . . ." (Eph. 5:25, 26). 
It ends with heaven: " T h o s e he justif ied he also glori-
f ied" (Rom. 8:30). "I will come back and take you to be 
with Me" ( John 14:3). 
Author and Finisher 
Yes, Christ is not only the au thor of our salvation: he is 
the finisher as well. He always completes what he begins. 
He has promised never to leave or forsake those w h o 
put their trust in h im, but to take us safely to heaven. He 
is able to wash out the last stain of guil t f rom the soul, 
keep us f rom fal l ing, conquer the last enemy, and pre-
sent us "before his glorious presence wi thout fault and 
with great joy" (Jude 1:24). 
Finally let us note that Christ should be the Alpha and 
Omega of all our p reach ing and teaching, and of our 
everyday lives. If we leave out Christ , we have left the sun 
out of the day, the waters out of the sea, the harvest out of 
the year, the soul out of the body, and joy out of Heaven. 
In fact we will have left the most impor tan t part out of 
everything. 
What does Christ mean to you? Is he your Alpha and 
Omega, as far as you are concerned, the beg inn ing and 
the end of everything—your life, your joy, your all? Only 
with such a re la t ionship will your life be all it o u g h t to 
be. 
—Everek R. Storms 
Editor, Emphasis 
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Putting God on Hold 
W f m m m m ' l l W r 
T h e other day when I te lephoned an air l ine office, a 
recorded voice announced , "All our agents are busy. As 
soon as one is free, your call will be handled ." T h e n 
recorded music came on—bland , neutral music to fill the 
void and provide some semblance of life at the other end. 
In the days before someone t h o u g h t of the music there 
was simply a click fol lowed by dead silence, while I 
waited, impat ience r is ing wi th each pass ing minute . 
T h e music was better than that , but not much better. N o 
one likes to be pu t on hold, a l though for heavy traffic 
te lephone lines, it is probably as good a way as any of 
insur ing priority. 
But some priorit ies are inherent . For example, I can-
not imag ine that if we received a call f rom the White 
House it would be pu t on hold. Yet it happens all the 
t ime to the calls we get f rom God. T h e hold but ton at our 
end of that l ine has been worked to a nub. I suspect that 
His pat ience wears as thin as ours. 
I once read an item in the Paris Herald-Tribune which 
I have never forgot ten. It reported that J . Nor thcote 
Pa rk inson (of the famed Park inson ' s Laws) had just 
fo rmula t ed a new law. It was this: "Delay is the deadliest 
fo rm of denia l . " In evangelical circles we hear a great 
deal about the sin of disobedience. We need to carry that 
ano ther step to the disobedience of procrast inat ion: 
I will go, when— 
I will give, after— 
I will obey, but first— 
O n e can always f ind reasons for delay, and sometimes 
they may even seem like valid reasons. A close friend of 
mine and I were called to preach at just about the same 
time, and we went to university together. I was out 
mu t i l a t i ng homilet ics in rural O k l a h o m a churches 
while I was in school, but my fr iend insisted he wouldn ' t 
preach his first sermon unt i l he received his Ph .D. T h a t 
was thirty years ago. He still isn't preaching. Prepara-
tion is impor tan t , but do ing is an impor tan t part of 
prepara t ion . 
C h u r c h edifices have been bui l t—and are still being 
bui l t—by pastors and members w h o say that once the 
b u i l d i n g is f in ished and pa id for they will turn it in to a 
great missionary base. It is as if a doctor were to say, "I 
will do my hea l ing after the hospital is completed ." 
H e a l i n g is wha t be ing a doctor is all about . It is not "Let 
us do n o t h i n g now in order that we may do m u c h even-
tual ly ," but "Le t us be fa i th fu l to our responsibil i ty now 
and see what else God will entrust to us." 
Are we ever ful ly ready for whatever the task happens 
to be? Is the au tho r ever satisfied that his book has said it 
just right? Is the researcher ever f inished with his 
research? T h e r e is always someth ing undone , unsaid. 
The re is always the elusive u n k n o w n , the risk of com-
mitment , the taut moment before the sea parts. T h a t is 
what faith is all about . 
T h e story is told that at a summi t meet ing d u r i n g 
World War II, President Roosevelt and Pr ime Minister 
Church i l l were pressing Marshal Stalin to agree to a 
strategy. Stalin gave a reason for refusing. "Aha ! " said 
Roosevelt. " T h a t is not the reason you gave the last 
t ime." Stalin replied, "When you don ' t want to do some-
thing, one reason is as good'as another . " 
Jesus had His own story for it. A certain man had 
prepared a great supper and sent out invitat ions. T h e 
excuses were as immedia te and lame as our own. O n e 
invited guest said he had bought a piece of g round and 
needed to go see it. (Had he bought it sight unseen?) 
Another had purchased five yoke of oxen and wanted to 
find out how they performed. (What kind of pig-in-a-
poke purchase was that?) Another had just married and 
d idn ' t want to take t ime out f rom his honeymoon (even 
for a free wedding dinner). T h e poin t of Jesus' story was 
that when we pu t God on hold whi le we do what we 
th ink is more needful , He may not be there when we 
finally get back to H i m . He just may have h u n g u p and 
called somebody else. 
"La t e r " is one of our most used words. Let me see 
what ' s left of my money, my time, my life. T h e n I will see 
what I can do. In the Old Tes tament we hear m u c h about 
offerings of firstfruits. God 's por t ion came r ight off the 
top. Nowadays we are more likely to be known by and for 
our lastfruits. Today ' s churches may be hesitant to talk 
about firstfruits, but Uncle Sam is not. He is very tough 
about his claim upon firstfruits, which he calls the 
" w i t h h o l d i n g tax." He ' s pretty sure that 's the only way 
he will ever get what he requires. God, too, I think. 
Near the hold but ton on that hot line to heaven, these 
classic words would be appropria te : 
If not I, who? 
If not here, where? 
If not now, when? 
—Stan Mooneyham 
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